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Topic:  Carbon and Soils restoring our earth from climate damage 

Presenter/s: Walter Jehne Healthy Soils Australia 

Facilitator and Scribe: Mark Walburn 

Summary of your discussion (key points) 
The two workshops examined our climate reality as ‘paradise lost’ and ‘paradise regained’. 
The first focused on how after 50 years of evidence we allowed CO2 levels to reach 400ppm 
and the inevitable dangerous warming, feedbacks and impacts that we have now locked in. 
How we can no longer prevent the widespread collapse of bio-systems and communities by 
just hoping to reduce future emissions but also need urgent mass community action to; 

 Cool climates to help offset the dangerous 4oc warming and climate extremes.  

 Regenerate the health and resilience of the soils and landscapes we rely on. 
How we can only do this by massively drawing down CO2 from the air back into stable soil 
sinks using the same processes that nature did to create our bio-systems and safe climate. 
How we must and can restore the widespread destruction of bio-systems and oxidation of 
soil carbon through supporting innovative land managers bio-sequester up to 10 tC/ha/an. 
How by extending these practices by 12,000 lead farmers over 20% of rural Australia we can 
bio-sequester over 500% of our current emissions and help reduce CO2 to below 350ppm. 
How by restoring these healthy ‘spongy’ soils we can help restore the natural hydrology and 
‘in soil reservoir’ capacity of landscapes to help hydrologically cool regions and the planet. 
How by restoring the infiltration, retention and efficient use of every raindrop falling on the 
soils of ‘driest continent’ we should be able to restore the ‘longevity’ of green growth and 
thus the carbon bio-sequestration, resilience and productivity of at risk agro-ecosystems. 
The workshops explored the practical means by which farmers and urban agriculture can 
realize such outcomes and their major ecological, economic, social and climate benefits. 
The workshops explored why such direct practical community based actions is now critical if 
we are to minimize climate extremes and the collapse of the bio-systems we depend on. 
Why such approaches have not received due priority and policy actions to help drive them.  
Why we need to ‘remove the rorts’ that currently protect and subsidise our current high 
fossil fuel input land management practices and their destruction of natural soil capital and 
externalize adverse consequence and costs to the environment, the public and the future.  
The good news is we can still do all of this practically to secure our safe climate and future. 
However we may have less than a decade to initiate the widespread, grass roots changes. 
We have the means as well as the reality and responsibility that our future is in our hands.    
Follow-up actions (Who will do what? By when?) 

Foster wider recognition within the climate and wider community of this reality, these last 
chance options and our responsibility to act urgently if we are to secure our safe climate. 
Foster wider debate on our imperative to not just reduce future emissions but to massively 
and urgently draw them down back into the stable soil carbon sinks from which much of 
them came so as to restore the hydrology, resilience and natural cooling of our bio-systems.  
Proposal/s (if Applicable): Did your discussion generate proposals for further consideration? 

Give due priority to grass roots practical community action by farmers, regions and 
communities that empower them to help regenerate the health of their soils and landscape 
to achieve these regional, national and global imperatives for our safe climate and future. 
Ensure policies enhance rather than impede and pervert such direct community action by 
removing the current protection of business as usual and the externalization of its costs.  

 


